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FOREWORD 


Dissemination of material information on museum collections and its publication 
is one of the major responsibilities of a museum. Colombo National Musuem 
was established on 1* January 1877. Since then many scholars have been con- 
ducting research on the collections of this musuem and their articles were pub- 
lished in the prestigious journal of this Museum, Spolia Zeylanica. 


The coin collection in the Colomno National Museum could be considered as the 
largest of its kind in Sri Lanka. In 1924, a well known scholar Mr. H. W. 
Godrrington published a book titled Coins and Currency which contains valu- 
able information on the coins acguired by this museum. During the last eight 
decades this collection has increased three fold. Hence it is necessary to resume 
research on the coins acguired by this museum during thie period. The inititative 
taken by Dr. R. Krishnamurthy, President of South Indian Numismati Society 
and Mr. Senarath Wickramasinghe, Assistant Director (Ethonology) of the Na- 
tional Museumis greathly appreciated. 


Dr. Nanda Wickramasinghe 
Director, 

Department of National Museums, 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. 


PREFACE 


The coin collection in the Colombo National Museum comprises more 
than 85,000 coins, which belongs to the period between the 4* century 
B.C. to the second half of the 20* century A.D. in Sri Lanka. Surface 
collection, purchase, loans and donations from 1877 to the present time 
comprise this collection. Some of them were minted in Sri Lanka while 
others have been minted in India, Arab countries, Greece, Rome and 
China. The coins from other countries may have reached Sri Lanka as a 
result of commercial activities. 


Among this varied collection seventy three are Sangam Age Tamil coins. 
Seventy out of the above belong to Hettiarachchi collection. Forty four coins, 
fairly in good condition, were selected from this lot and included in this 
catalogue for detailed study. 


This catalogue is published in the hope that it will kindle the interest of others 
in the numismatic field and induce them to embark on further research on 
coins of this type found in other areas or places. 


We wish to thank Dr. Nanda Wickramasinghe, the Director, Department of 
National Museums, Colombo for approving this joint research programme. 
We also thank the following individuals for various types of assistance given 
to us. They are: Professor P.L.Prematilake (Senior Archaeologist), 
Mr. Prabath Udakara (Assistant Director, Administration, Department of 
National Museum), Mr. Ranjith Hewage (Keeper of the Colombo Museum), 
Mr. H.A.Ekanayake (Education and Publication Assistant), Mr.Dayananda 
Peiris, Mrs.Priyanthi Perera, Mr. M.M.Karunarathna and Mr.Jinasena 
Dahanayake, all of the Ethnology Division and Mrs. Manaram De Silva of the 
Information and Technology Division of the Colombo National Museum. 


INTRODUCTION 
I. TRADE CONNECTIONS DURING THE SANGAM AGE 


Senarath Wickremasinghe 


Sri Lanka is an island centrally located in the Indian Ocean at the southern tip 
of India. The distance between the two countries is only about 35km, being 
separated by the Palk Straits. Accordingly, Sri Lanka is much closer to the 
southern part of the Indian sub-continent, the present Tamil Nadu. Literary 
and årchaeological evidence well indicate that, from pre-Christian times, the 
two countries maintained close relationship in political, economical, cultural, 
social and religious spheres. Of these, our attention here is focussed on trade 


connections only. 


After the Pre-historic period, the Proto-historic period that followed witnessed 
the birth of the Megalithic culture (Iron Age) that knew the use of Black and 
Red Ware pottery and the use of iron from the geographical unit mentioned 
above.! This culture spread from South India around 1200 BC. The burial 
system that existed in Adichchanallur in the district of Tirunelveli is also found 
in Pomparippu in North-Western part of Sri Lanka.? The finds from Pomparippu 
have been dated to 800 BC? This is one of the examples that indicate the 
relationship between South India and Sri Lanka, in the early Iron Age. 


According to the Sri Lankan chronicles, the first Aryan emigration to Sri Lanka 
constituted the arrival of Vijaya with 700 followers.* Prof.Senarat Paranavitana 
opines that this group came to Sri Lanka from the North-Western part of 
India.5 However, the wives of Vijaya and the group were said to have been 
brought from Madhura in South India, presently known as Madurai.6 Sixteen 
guilds of arts and crafts were reported to have accompanied them.” Madhura 
was the capital of the ancient Pandyas. For Vijaya and his group to seek wives 
from Madhura, there should have been some early connection between the 
two parties. Or else there could have been an earlier migration of people from 


the Pandyan country to Sri Lanka. 
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D.R.Bhandarkar* suggests that the Pandyas were a tribe that came down 
from Mathura of North India to Tamraparni of South India and some of them 
could have migrated to Sri Lanka as well.’ In the pre-Christian records of the 
West, Sri Lanka is identified as Taprobane. In the 2™ and 13" rock edicts of 
king Asoka, Sri Lanka is called ‘Tamrapanni.’!° A place called Tambapanni 
exists in the Tirunelveli District of South India, and this belonged to the ancient 
Pandya kingdom. Hence, according to historians, a group of people would 
have arrived from here and settled down in Sri Lanka. The site Tambapanni is 
located in the North-West sea coast of Sri Lanka. Considering the monsoonal 
effects, anybody leaving Madura would first arrive in the North-West coast of ` 
Sri Lanka. According to the Mahavamsa, this place came to be known as 
Tambapanni due to the fact that when Vijaya on arrival touched the shore, his 
hands became copper coloured.'' However, it was the general practice that, 
when a group of Aryans migrated to a new place from their original habitat, 
they usually named the new site after their old habitat. Accordingly, it could 
be surmised that even before the arrival of Vijaya, early Pandyas may have 
migrated to the North-Western coast of Sri Lanka and established themselves 
in Sri Lanka. 


It is recorded that Vijaya and his group, mentioned above, touched the ports of 
Bharukacca and Supparaka on the West coast of India before they arrived in 
Sri Lanka.'? The ancient Indian traders were said to have organized themselves 
into guilds which consisted of 500 to 1000 traders." Therefore, it could be 
argued that Vijaya and the group too constituted one such trade guild and they 
are not an ordinary group of people. A record of the Divyavadana states that 
Vijaya was a son of a trader.'* According to the Valahassa Jataka, the traders 
who came from India were grabed by the yakshinis of Sri Lanka." It further 
mentions that they arrived at the North- Western sea coast. Probably they arrived 
from South India. 


According to the records of Hiuen-Thsang, Sri Lanka’s earliest visitor was a 
South Indian by birth. Fa-Hsien’s records mention that many traders came 
here from many places and that a kingdom was established finally by such 
trade groups.'° The two trader brothers, Tapassu and Bhalluka, who obtained 
eight fistfuls of hair from the Buddha in the 6th century BC, built a stupa 
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enshrining these relics” and they could have engaged themselves in trade 
activities between India and Sri Lanka. 


Normally, the infertility of the place where they live, enemy invasion or trade 
activities may cause a group of people to migrate from their country to another 
location. The first two factors mentioned above may not have occurred in 
India. Hence we may assume that trade activities were mainly responsible for 
such migrations. 


The Brahmi script of' the inscriptions of the Tirunelveli District and the early 
Brahmi script of Sri Lanka are quite similar.'* Especially, the letters ‘I’ and 
‘M’ of Sri Lankan and Tirunelveli region Brahmi scripts are the same.” 
Evidently, the interaction between these two regions may be a causative factor 
for such similarity. 


These factors would reveal that trade activities that took place from time to 
time were probably instrumental in the establishment of early settlements in Sri 
Lanka. The traders from South India would have possibly contributed much to 
this activity. Other significant factors for such activities may be attributed to 
Sri Lanka’s fame for gems, ivory and spices from early times, the proximity of 
the island to South India and the former’s position in the Indian Ocean which 
enabed it to control the trade routes between the East and the West. 


During the period known as the Sangam Age of South India (c.300 BC - 
AD 300), these relationships underwent further development. From the early 
times, the chieftanships in what was referred to as Tamil aham gave way to 
the formation of kingdoms of Pandya, Chola and Chera. Sri Lanka too underwent 
relative development and saw the unification of the country under a single 
ruler. Also during this period, West Asian countries such as Greece and Persia 
invaded Asia and a parts of India, which enabled them to gain some knowledge 
of the East. Some of the traders from these countries did not arrive in Sri 
Lanka until about the 3rd century BC and their trade was conducted through 
South Indian ports.” As a result, the South Indian traders might have played 
the role of intermediaries between Sri Lanka and the traders from the west. 


Only a very few Roman coins assignable to the pre-Christian period to 2™ 
century AD, have been discovered in Sri Lanka. Large number of coins of this 
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period found in Sri Lanka are the Punch-marked variety and the coins of the 
Sangam Age Pandyas. A few Chola coins too have been found. These finds 
also contribute to the veracity of the above mentioned fact. 


Three main trade routes appear to have existed connecting Sri Lanka and 
India.?' Of these, two were sea routes, while the other was an inland route.” 
The inland route from Delhi ran across Ujjayini, Mahishamati and from there 
to the city of Madhura in South India.” In the early period, the Western and 
Chinese traders may have used this route. | 


After the discovery of the monsoons by Hippalus, the Western traders had 
used the sea routes to reach South India. The Western traders arrived at the 
ports in the West coast of India with the help of the South-Western monsoon.” 
In the months of September and October, they used to sell their goods brought 
by them and return with the goods they bought in South India.” In December 
they used to sail back with the help of the North-Eastern monsoon. This 
indicates that the Western traders had no inclination to come to Sri Lanka for 
their trade activities though it had its share in this trade activity. 


K.A.N. Sastri also thinks that the ivories imported to India from Sri Lanka 
were sold by Indian traders in India itself.“ Pliny reports that Sri Lankan traders 
sailed in the Indian Ocean.” Megasthenes mentions that elephants were sent 
to India from Sri Lanka.” Kautilya’s Arthasastra identifies Sri Lanka as a 
gem producing country.” The Prakrit Tirtakalpa makes mention of two traders 
taking cotton cloth from Sri Lanka to India.” Probably such trade activities 


were carried on through South Indian ports. 


On the trade activities between India and Sri Lanka we could gather some 
important information from the Sangam literature also. Pattina-p-palai, a text 
written in this age refers to spices having been brought to Kaveri-pattinam 
from Sri Lanka.” This text also mentions that this port was frequented by 
traders from different parts of the world. India, deficient in production of rice, 
imported it from Sri Lanka. A South Indian inscription refers to a 
Sittapatti as the trading centre of Sri Lankan traders.” 


Coin finds in the island nation constitute yet another important evidence on the 
trade connection that existed between India and Sri Lanka during the 
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Sangam age. Pandya and Chola coins of the Sangam age have been found in 
Sri Lankan sites such as Jaffna, Kantarodai, Vallipuram, Mantai and 
Anuradhapura. Paul E.Peiris refers to four such coins discovered from 
Kantarodai.*' Two coins found from Tiruketisvarm are in the National Museum, 
Colombo. Prior to the commencement of the tradition of an indigenous coin 
system, Punch-marked coins were in use in Sri Lanka. The Pandyan coins 
found in Sri Lanka have on their reverse the Pandyan symbol — the stylised 


fish.36 


Thus, it appears that Sri Lankan trade activities commenced from the early 
Sangam age. 


The indigenous coin type known as “Laksmi Plaques’ used in Sri Lanka during 
the 2™ and 6" centuries were found in Karur near Amaravati also.” This 


place was the capital of the Chera country in the Sangam age and the discovery 


of such plagues indicate the trade relations between the two regions during this 
time. It may be noted that the symbols used in the “Elephant and Svastika” and 
‘Laksmi’ coins are very much similar to those of the Sangam age Pandya 
coins. During this period, South India was keen to have full share in the trade 
with Sri Lanka either through peaceful or by intrusive means, as she had realized 
the importance of holding on to the Sri Lankan market. 


According to Mahavamsa, Sena and Guttika who occupied the throne by 
defeating the reigning king Suratissa (228 BC), were reported to be horse 
traders.” It is recorded that they ruled for 22 years.” Thereafter, Elara ruled 
the country for 44 years.” He is said to be a Chola prince." The Dravida 
literature refers to a naval captain named Elelasimham of royal stock. Historians 
suggest a connection between him and Elara.” At the beginning of the 2nd 
century AD, five Dravidians were reported to have ruled the country for 
14 years” and they are supposed to have been Pandyas.* It is recorded that 
the weak state of the country at that time was reported to the rulers of South 
India by a trader. During the rule of king Vankanasikatissa (AD 109-112), 
there appears to have been a Chola invasion.“ In the Tamil literary work 
Silappadikaram it is mentioned that a Sri Lankan king was a guest at a court 
ceremony of the Chera king Senguttuvan.* These instances indicate that South 
Indian intrusions were probably meant to maintain their hold on Sri Lanka's 
trade activities. 
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li. SANGAM AGE COINS 
IN THE NATIONAL MUSEUM, COLOMBO 


R.Krishnamurthy 


Introduction 


This monograph is a result of the desire and effort of the authors to bring to the 
notice of the numismatists some Sangam Age coins preserved in the collection 
of the National Museum, Colombo. The authors are thankful to the authorities 
in charge of this Museum, for the help provided and the permission given to 
publish forty one Pandya and three Chola coins of the Sangam Age. 


Unlike the punch marked coins of Indian origin from Kantherodai near Jaffna 
and ninth century Pandya coins from Kalpitia, which were reported from Sri 
Lanka!, these coins kept in the paper pouches were never taken out and 
examined. Taking into consideration this fact and also the need to record the 
relationship between the island nation and southernmost part of India during 
what is now popularly referred to as the Sangam Age, an effort is made to 
illustrate and describe these coins in the following pages. Before we attempt to 
do, some known facts about the so-called Sangam Age is provided for the 


benefit of those who may not be familiar with this period. 
Sangam Age’ 


Sangam Age derives its name fi sm the earliest strata of Tamil literature ascribed 
to the last (Kadai) Sangam (College or Assembly of Scholars) “probably 
modelled on the Buddhist Sanga for the promotion of Tamil literature” at Madurai l 
in Tamilnadu. The bulk of information about this age is culled out from this 
literature are grouped under the two main heads and they are called Ettutogai 
(Eight Anthologies) and Pathupattu (Ten songs). The area in which these songs 
were composed was referred to as “Tamilaham”, which included most of the 
land now in the present day Tamilnadu and Kerala. The language spoken by the 


people was ancient Tamil. 
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Tamilaham was ruled by three major dynasties known as Chera, Chola and 
Pandya, though some minor chieftains like Malaiyamans, held sway over some 
pockets here and there, probably independently or as subordinates of one of the 
three ruling houses mentioned above. The Chera territory included Kongu-nadu 
and much of the present-day Kerala State, which is situated East of Palghat 
Gap or Pass. The Chola-nadu is said to lay between the two rivers, North 
Vellar and South Vellar, within the East and Chera-nadu in the West. The land 
south of Chola-nadu upto Kanyakumari, the southern end of Peninsular India, 
with part of Eastern and Western seacoast was considered as Pandya-nadu. 
Apart from these three divisions, the land North of Chola-nadu upto Tirupati 
Hill and the land between the range of Eastern Ghats with West and East was 
known as Tondaimandalam. Vanji/Karuvur (Karur near Tiruchirappalli), Urandai/ 
Uraiyur (part of modern Tiruchirappalli town) and Kudal/Madurai (modern city 
with the latter name) are referred to as the capitals of the Chera, Chola and 
Pandya dynasties respectively. 


Besides the literature, the sources through which we learn about the Sangam 
Age are: archaeology, epigraphy, and numismatics. Except for one Chola coin 
retrieved from Kaveri-pum-pattinam excavation and a few potsherds with brief, 
mostly mutilated, inscriptions in Tamil Brahmi script found in some sites taken 
up for study by some institutions, archaeological sources are disappointing. 
However, the mention of the names of some rulers of the Sangam Age in 
Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions found in some parts of Tamilaham and copper and 
silver coins discovered in various towns of Tamilnadu confirmed that these 
names found in the literature are not the result of the imagination of the poets 
of the era, but refer to real people, with flesh and blood, who strode this land. 


“Murangijiyur Mudinagar, a poet of the first Tamil Sangam, is believed to 
have been a king of the Nagas in Jaffna... In the classics of the third Sangam, 
like Agananuru, Narrinai and Kuruntogai there are on the whole seven verses 
composed by one Ilattu Pudandevanar... Among the poets of third Sangam, 
Ilanaganar was probably a ruler of the third Sangam... It is true all these traditions 


cannot be accepted as historically reliable in respect of the details. But the 


names of the personages might not have been fanciful inventions... during the 
Sangam age Jaffna was culturally connected with Tamilagam or South 
India.” 
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Significance of Coins Under Study 

“The location of Sri Lanka in close proximity to South India was responsible for 
a large measure of mutual influence”.* Probably the precious stones and 
pearls of Sri Lanka were acquired by traders of Tamilaham, and exported to 
Pataliputra, the Magadhan capital in the north. The Arthasasrtra of Kautilya 
provides information about demand for these products in Mauryan capital.” It is 
in the context mentioned above that the Sangam Age Chola and Pandya coins 
in the National Museum, Colombo, illustrated and described below assume some 
significance. The absence of Chera coins assignable to this age in this collection, 
like many other facts related to this period, is inexplicable. Let us recall here the 
fact that though several Roman and Sangam Age coins were found in 
Tamilagam, and they were subsiquently reported and published, excavations 
conducted in Tamilnadu have yielded only one Chola copper coin from Kaveri- 
pum-pattinam* and two late Roman copper coins from Alagankulam’. 
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SANGAM AGE PANDYA COINS 


Sangam Age Pandya Coins with Legend Peruva Juthi 
(Coin No.1 and 2) 


Coin No. I 


Metal: copper; Shape: more or less a square coin; Size: 1.425 x 1.690 em; Wt 8.37 gms, 


Obverse; A horse standing, facing left. In front of the horse there is a tank with a tortoise inside. 
The legend Peruvaluchi in Tamil-Brahmi script begins from the left, next to the wall of the tank 
and goes up and turns right and ends with the character ‘i,’ Again the legend begins with the 
character ‘pe.’ The remaining characters are out of the flan. 


Reverse: Stylised fish symbol on the lefi top. 
Accession No. 70-1-1171 


Coin No. 2 


Metal: copper; Shape: more or less a square coin; Size: 1.705 x 1.595 cm; Wt: 10.43 gms. 


Obverse: A horse standing, facing left. In front of the horse å rectangular tank divided into two 
sections. There are two tortoises on the tank at right side and they are facing each other; only one 
tortoise is visible in the tank on the left and the other appears to be out of flan. The legend 
Peruvaluthi in Tamil-Brahmi script starts from the lelt hand top corner, just above the wall of 
the tank. Itcontinues on the top and ends near the top right corner. Again the same legend begins 
on top, at the right hand side. The character ‘pe’ is visible. The remaining characters are not 
properly minted, There are three taurine symbols from left to right, above the back of the horse. 
There is another taurine symbol below the belly of the horse. 


Reverse: Stylised fish symbol. 


The two types described above are new types. Coin No.2 resemble to some extent, the 
Coin No.16 in plate 2, in the book. Sargam Age Tamil Coins. 


Accession No, 70-1-1172 


Coin No. 3 


Metal: copper; Shape: square: Size: 2.07 cm x 1.89 cm: Weight: 6.88 ems. 

Obverse: Elephant standing, facing lett. In front of the elephant an unknown symbol. Behind 
the elephant, a tree = in - railing. Above the elephant, from left to right, part of a railing with a 
stem: on the middle an unknown symbol, probably a rectangular tank. on the extreme right a 
three arched hill with an umbrella on the top. 

Reverse: Part of a stylised fish symbol inside å border with two lines. 

Unpublished coin, 

Accession No. 70-1-1124. 


Coin No. 4 


Metal: copper: Shape: rectangular. irregular; Size: 1,96 cm x 2,16 cm; Weight: 7.70 gms. 
Oboverse: Elephant standing facing left. Behind the elephant, part of tree - in - railing: The same 
symbol is restruck on it and is enclosed within a circle, On the top, on the left, a railing with a 
battle axe: on the middle an unknown symbol. and on the extreme right å three arched hill with 
an umbrella. 

Reverse: Stylised fish symbol. enclosed by lincar borders. 

Unpublished coin. 

Accession No. 70-1-1167 


Coin No, 5 


Metal: copper: Shape: rectangular; Size; 1,95 cm x 1.990 cm: Weight: 6.07 gms, 


Obverse; Similar to Coin No.4, except the railing with a battle axe on the top left is over struck 
by a tree - in - railing symbol enclosed within a circle, 

Reverse: Part of a stylised fish symbol. 

Unpublished Coin. 

Accession No. 70- 1-1 166 


Coin No. 6 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangular: Size: 2.04 cm x 2.08 em; Weight: 6,2 gms. 

Obvese: On the left side, at the bottom, an elephant standing facing right; in front of the elephant 
an unknown symbol, Above the elephant, from left to right are: tree - in - railing symbol, a 
temple with arched roof and pillars and a three arched hill with a tree - in - railing symbol, 
Reverse: Stylised fish symbol. 

Unpublished coin., 

Accession No. 10-1-1102 


Coin No. 7 


Metal: copper; Shape: square: Size: 2.07 cm x 2.09 cm; Weight: 7,7 gms. 

Obverse: On the bottom, an the left an elephant standing facing right, in front of the elephant an 
unknown symbol, Above the elephant from left to right are; å three arched hill, a temple with 
arched roof and pillars and a three arched hill with a tree - in - railing above, 


Reverse: Stylised fish symbol. 
Unpublished coin. 
Accession No. 70-1-1100 


Coin No. 8 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangular: Size; 2.32 em x 2.49 om: Wi, 9.42 gms. 

Obverse: Bull standing facing right; in front of the bull. there is a six arched hill; taurine symbols 
encircle the two sides of the hill; above this is a tree-in-railing: a sun symbol is seen above the 
head of the bull; a wavy line passes above the bull from left side to che right top; the symbol 
above the wavy line is not legible, Similar to Coin No.36, described in Sangam Age Tamil 
Coins. 


Reverse: Stylised fish symbol. 
Accession No.2- 188-55, 


C'oin Na. 9 


Metal: copper; Shape: square; Size: 1.72 em x 1.89 em; Wi: 3.83 gms. 

Obverse: A symbol similar to six arched hill is seen below the bull. Similar to coin no.d& as 
described in Sengen Age Tamil Coins, | 
Reverse: Stylised fish symbol. 

Accession No. 2-188-55C 


Coin No. 10 


Metal: copper; Shape; rectangle: Size: 2.770 x 2.720 em: Weight: 11.67 gins. 

Ohverse: Tree in railing in the centre: there are two axes on either side of the tree and touching the 
top stem, on the left side, in the middle portion, a standing horse is seen facing the tree: ae ke 
horse on the lett å taurine is seen: on the ri ght bottom, å six arched hill is seen: above that is å i. 
facing left. Similar to Coin No.32, described in Sangam Age Tiunit Coins. l Er 
Reverse: Stylised fish symbol. 

Accession No. 70-1-1113 


Coin No. 11 


Metal: copper; Shape: irregular, one side broken: Size: 2.560 x 2.685 cm: Weight: 8.72 ams 
Obverse: Tree-in-railing in the centre: there are LWO axes; similar to the those found in c in 
No.10; on the left bottom, two taurine symbols are seen, above that a standin 2 horse is s = 
lacing the tree; above the horse on the lett top isa six armed symbol. Similar Å Coin No 31, 
described in Sangam A ge Tamil Cotas, | ka 
Reverse: Stylised fish symbol. 

Accession No, 70-1-1110 


Coin No. 12 


29 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangular; Size: 1.75 cm x 1.92 em; Wt 2.7 gms. 

Obverse: Bull with elongated horns standing. lacing left. Above the bull's hump, there is a 
circular symbol which may be å Sun or Moon. Below the head there is å vertial stand with a 
stump with three stems. at the end of each stem å round object is attached. There is a thick 
border on the top and on the right, Behind the tail of the bull there is a Tamil - Brahmi character, 
which resemble the Tamil alphabet pa, 


Reverse: Stylised fish symbol, not very clear. 


Unpublished coin, 
Accession No. 70-1-1209 


Coin No. 13 


Metal: copper: Shape: square: Size: 2.125 cm x 1.990 cm; Weight: 6.98 gms. 

Obverse: On the left side, a horse tied to a vaba-srambha; a tree - in - railing is seen above the 
horse: on the right at the bottom a vagaa-kunta and above that a three arched hill. Similar ta 
Coin No.13, described in Sangant Age Tamil Coins, 

Reverse: Stylised fish symbol, 

Accession No, 70-1-1175. 


Coin No. 14 


Metal: copper, Shape: rectangular: Size: 1.795 cm x 2.025 em; Weight: 6.76 gms. 


Obverse; Similar to Coin No.13 
Reverse: Similar to Coin No.13 
Accession No.70-1-1174 


Coin No. 15 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangular: Size: 2.85 cm x 2.1 em: Weight: 6.29 emis, 
Obverse: Elephant standing facing right; a human figure, with a crown on his head is silting on it; 


there is also a human figure standing holding an umbrella in front of the elephant. Above the 
clephants head a triangular standard is seen, 


Reverse: Stylised fish symbol. 
Unpublished new type. 
Accession No, 70-1-1150 


Coin No. 16 


Metal: copper; Shape: square; Size: 1.990 cm x 1.895 cm: Weight: 4,8 gms. 

Obverse: Elephant standing, facing right, two human figures are sitting on it; (here is an umbrella 
in front and at the edge, a tree - in - railing: behind the elephant, part of tree - in - railing is seen. 
A triangular standard above the head of the elephant ts seen, 


Reverse: Stylised fish symbol. 
Unpublished new type. 
Accession No. 70-1-1130 
Coin No, 17 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangular: Size: 2.09 em x 2.12 em: Weight: 7.3 pms, 


Obverse: Elephant standing, facing right: a human figure with a crown on bis head is sitting on 
it; in front of the elephant there is a human figure squatting and holding an umbrella, Above the 
elephant a triangular standard is seen. 


Reverse: Part of a stylised fish symbol, 
Unpublished new type. 
Accession No. 70-1-1154 


Coin No. 18 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangular; Size: 2.5 cm x 2.3 em; WE 7,62 gms. 

Obverse: Similar to coin no. 58 as described in Sangae Age Tail Coins except the symbol on the 
fett, above the elephant. which looks bike a jug. 

Reverse: Stylised fish symbol. 

Accession No. 2-188-55A 


Coin No, 19 


vi m Wi- 6:32 

Metal: copper: Shape: rectangular; Size: 2.29 cm x 2.2 em: WE 6,32 gms. A 

i ing ri in | the clephi ae is a misila, above the 
Obverse: Elephant standing. facing right. in front of the elephant there is e aker 
elephant from lett to right there are four symbols: |, not visible: 2.conelt; pa i ap ` 

i i Jol ibed in Å Age IN. 

above and 4.chakra (wheel), Similar to Coin No.57. described in Songun Age Tamil Con 
Reverse: Stylised fish symbol: 
Accession No. 2-188-55B 


Coin No. 20 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangle: Size: 2,57 cm x 2.35 em; Weight: an | dk 
Obverse: Elephant standing facing right: in front of the elephant there is oe pes 
elephant from left to right. the following symbols are seen: greier 2) drum a Ps Sh 
leaves 4) cresent 5) srivatsa 6) conch, Similar to Coin No 52, described in Sangam Age fe 


Coins. 
Reverse: Part ul a stylised tish symbol. 
Accession No, 70-1-1136 


td 
mn 


Coin No. 21 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangle: Size; 2.57 cm x 1950 cm: Weight: 7.96 ems. 


Obverse: Similar to Coin No.20 
Reverse: Similar to Coin No.20 


Accession No. 70-1-1155 


Coin No, 22 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangle; Size: 2.565 em x 1,925 em; Weight: 5.64 gms. 


Obverse: Elephant standing, facing right, in from of the ele 
visible, above the elephant from left to right, conch, chakr 


Reverse: Stylised fish symbol. 


Accession No. 70-1-1163 


Coin No. 23 


Metal: copper; Shape; rectangular; Size: 2,410 cm x 2.02 
Obverse: Similar to Coin No.22 
Reverse: Similar to Coin No.22 


Accession No. 70-1-1188 


phant the trisula symbol is parily 
ra, part of potis seen. 


5 cm: Weight: 4.64 pms. 


tud 
w 


Coin No. 24 


Metal: copper: Shape: Square; Size; 2.19 cm x 2.095 cm; Weight: 5.19 gms. 
Obverse: Similar to Coin No.19 
Reverse; Stylised fish symbol, faintly visible. 


Accession No, 70-1-1158 


Coin No. 25 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangular; Size: 2.37 cm x 1.83 cm; Weight: 6.92 gms, 

Obverse: Elephant standing facing right; above the elephant there are symbols which are not very 
clear; in front of the elephant å human figure standing; next to that å ring like figure, and on the 
extreme right a trisula. 

Reverse: Part of a stylised fish symbol. 

Unpublished new coin, 

Accession No. 70-1-1159 


Coin No, 26 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangular: Size: 2.60 cm x 2.15 em; Weight: 5.47 gms. 


Obverse: Elephant standing facing right; in front of the elephant there is a trisrdaz next to that, a 
part of tree - in - railing. Above the elephant from left to right, there are four symbols; |} tree-in- 
railing 2) conch 3) pot with cresent symbol above that and 4) chakra. 


Reverse: Part of stylised fish symbol. 
Unpublished new coin. 
Accession No. 70-1-1135 


34 


Coin No. 27 


Coin No. 30 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangle; Size: 2.42 em x 2.85 cm; Weight: 3,35 ems. 


Obverse; Elephant, standing, lacing right: in front of the elephant, there is a isete Wilh an axe: 
above the elephant from left to right. there are four symbols; 1) part of tree - in - railing 2) vessel 
with a crescent 3) conch 4) chakra. Similar 10 Coin No.58. deseribed in Sangam Ave Tamil Coins. 


Reverse; Part of stylised fish symbol. 


Accession No, 70-1-1151 


Coin No. 28 


Metal; copper: Shape: rectangle; Size; 222 cm x 1.76 em, Weight: 4.06 gms. 
Obverse: Similar 1 Cain No.27 
Reverse: Similar to Coin No.27 


Accession No.70-1-1 161 


Coin No, 29 


Metal; copper: Shape: rectangle; Size; 2.22 cm x 1.76 cm. Weight: 4,00 gms, 


Obverse: Similar to Coin No 27 
Reverse: Similar to Coin No. 27 


Accession No.70-1-1124 


Metal: copper: Shape: square; Size: 227 em x 2,13 cm, Weight: 6,46 gms, 
Obverse: Similar to Coin No.27 
Reverse: Similar to Coin No.27 


Accession No.70-1-1157, 


Coin No. 31 


Metal: copper: Shape: square: Size: 2.27 em x 2.13 cm; Weight: 4.91 gms, 
Ohverse: Similar to Coin No. 27 
Reverse: Similar to Coin No.27 


Accession No. 70-1-1156 


Coin No. 32 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangle; Size: 2.93 x 2,35; Weight: 9.98 gms. 


Obverse: Elephant standing facing right: in front of the elephant there is a finde, next to trisula 
a standing figure; above the elephant from lett to right the following symbols are seen 1) pot with 
three leaves 2) crescent 3) srivatsa 4) conch 5) chakra, Similar to Coin No,53, described in 
Sanvam Age Tamil Cotas 


Reverse: Stylised fish symbol, 


Accession No. 70-1-1144 


Coin No. 33 


Metal: copper; Shape: square: Size: 2,24 em x 2.05 em: Weight: 5,4 gms 


Obverse: Eleph: anding facing ri f j 
h verse: Elephant standing facing right; in front of the elephant an unknown symbol. next to that 
a frisifa. Similar to Coin No.61, described in Sangam Age Tamil Coins i 


Reverse: Tree - in - miling on the left and stylised fish symbol on the right 


Accession No. 70-1-1160 


Coin No, 34 


Metal: copper: Shape: square: Size: 1,85 em x 1.54 cm; Weight: 2.74 gms. 


Ohverse- Eleph: andi ES re 
i b oe Elephant standing facing left; above the elephant from lett to right the following 
ymbols are found; 1) pot with three leaves. 2) vessel wilh å crescent, 3) conch 4) swastika . 


Reverse: Stylised fish symbol below a wavy line, 
Unpublished new type. 
Accession No, 70-1-1176 


Coin No. 35 


Metal: copper; Shape: square; Size: 1,85 em x 1.54 cm: Weight: 2.75 gms. 
Obverse; Similar to Coin No.34 


Reverse; Similar to Coin No.34 
Accession No, 70-1-1177 


Coin No. 36 


Metal: copper: Shape: square. one side broken: Size: 2.26 cm x 2.22 em Weight: 6.20 gms. 


Obverse: Elephant facing right, in front of the elephant, there is a rrisele; above the elephant, 
from left to right, there are two symbols: L) tree in railing; 2) ehakra. 

Reverse: Part of a stylised fish symbol, 

Unpublished new type. 

Accession No. 70-1-1162 


Coin No. 37 


Metal: copper, Shape: rectangle; Size; 2,31 cm x 2.09 em; Weight; 8.7 gms, 


Obverse: On the left bottom two tortoises inside a tank; an elephant above the tank; a taurine 
symbol above the elephant, a tree - in - railing on the right bottom. Similar to Coin No.21, as 
described in Sangam Age Tamil Coins. 

Reverse: Stylised fish symbol, 

Accession No. 70-1-1182 


Coin No. 38 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangular; Size: 1.28 cm x .92 cm: Weight: 1.54 gms. 

Obverse: Elephant standing facing left: behind the elephant å Maginast with two flags flying 
above the back of the elephant, 

Reverse: Stylised fish symbol within a rectangular border. 


Unpublished coin, 
Accession No, 70-1-1133 


Coin No. 39 


Shape: rectangular; Metal: copper; Size: 1.55 em x 1.19 cm: We 1.1 gms. 


Obverse: Bull standing facing right, In front of the bull there is miree-in-nuling, 


Reverse: On the lett. there is a stylised fish symbol and on the right a three arched hill with an 
unusual design. 


Unpublished new type. 
Accession No, 70-1-22548F 


Coin No. 40 


Shape: irregular; Metal; copper; Size; 1.75 cm x 1.92 cm, Wt: O8 gms. 


Obverse: Trec-in-railing, Within the four borders of the railing there are four dots, one on the top, 
one at the bottom, two in the middle, and all the dots are connected by two lines, Similar to coin 
no.75 as described in the Sengam Age Tamil Coins. but with a difference. 


Reverse: Stylised tish symbol. 


Accession No.70- 1-22555 


Coin No. 41 


Metal: copper: Shape: rectangular; Size: 1.35 cm x 1.35 cm; Weight: 1.65 gms. 


Obverse; A temple ora silo with an arched roof, 
Reverse: Stylised fish symbol, 

Unpublished new type, 

Accession No. 7-1-1178 


SANGAM AGE CHOLA COINS 
Coin No, | 


Metal: copper; Shape: square: Size: 2.07 cm x 2.07 em; Weight: 6.45 pms, 

Obverse; On the bottom row from lett to right, an elephant standing facing right, followed by å 
tree - in railing: and a six arched hill; below these three symbols, there isa river with fishes Floating 
from lett to right. This looks similar to coin no. 177, described in Sangam Age fail Coins, 
Reverse: Worn dut. 

Accession No. 70-1-1170. 

Coin No. 2 


Shape: square: Metal: copper; Size: 2 em x 1.95 em: Wu 5.4 gms. 


Obverse: On the bottom row, fram left to right. an elephant standing, facing right. followed by a 
tev-in-railing: and a three arched hill. Below these three symbols there is a river with fishes 
floating from left to right. On the top, there are three symbols: an the left, a moon like symbol 
encircled by taurine symbols, on the middle s7vesse, only the bottom portion ts seen. The 
symbol on extreme right is not very clear. This coin is more or less similar to Com No, 177 
described in the Sangam Age Tamil Coins. Instead of six arched hill in Coin No. 177. this coin has 
only a three arched hill with taurines inside the arches. 

Reverse: A tiger standing, facing right. tail raised: the border on [our sides are not legible. Taurine 
symbols are seen only in some portions. 


Accession No. 70-1-22557 


Coin No. 3 


Metal: copper; Shape: rectangular; Size: 1,37 cm x 2.22 cm; Weight: 1.83 gms. 

Obverse: Elephant standing, facing left; above the elephant and at its back there are some illegible 
symbols. 

Reverse: Tiger, standing facing lefi, 

Accession No. 70-1-1192. 
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